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Open access and

IOP Publishing is a member of the Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association and a sponsor  
and member of the Directory of Open Access Journals.

IOP’s OA policy offers authors:

• Options for gold OA on most journals.

•  Self-archiving of the accepted version of an article  
(green OA) after a minimum 12-month embargo 
period on all journals.

•  An easy-to-use article publication charge portal.

•  CC BY as our standard license for gold OA allowing us 
to be compatible with the majority of OA mandates.

•  Discoverability for OA papers on search engines and 
in the major indexing services.

IOP’s OA policy offers librarians:

•  The reassurance that no one pays twice – article  
publication charges are taken into account when  
setting subscription prices.

•  Ongoing engagement with the whole scientific  
community to seek practical solutions that will 
both increase access to research and preserve the 
integrity of the scientific record.

We have been a pioneer in open access (OA) publishing, launching the first fully OA physics journal in 
1998. Since then we have launched several more OA journals, introduced OA options for authors in 
our subscription journals, and more recently developed ground-breaking licence agreements with 
institutions and funders to facilitate their move towards OA publishing.

We are happy to engage in this forward-looking partnership. IOP is among the most relevant publishers for 
scientists of the Max Planck Society. With this new agreement we grant our researchers the opportunity to 
publish their articles fully open access across a majority of IOP journals, and at the same time we shift a 
significant portion of our previous spending from the subscription system. This agreement is another  
landmark in the transformation of scholarly publishing from subscription to open access.

Dr Ralf Schimmer, Head of Scientific Information Provision at Max Planck Digital Library, commenting on the Max Planck Society 
agreement with IOP Publishing.

We now publish 11 gold OA journals,  
having launched three new titles in 2019.

We publish 58 hybrid subscription titles 
where individual papers can be published 
on a gold OA basis within a subscription 
journal.

The number of OA articles published in 
our journals increased by more than 30% 
in 2018.

The number of OA articles published  
during 2018.

The number of institutions involved in 
Institutional Research Licences with an OA 
component, across Europe. These licences 
are currently in place in the UK, Germany, 
Sweden, Austria and Norway. 

We are now publishing more than 90% of 
articles by Austrian corresponding authors 
in our journals on a gold OA basis.30% 90%
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